[image: image1.jpg]SESI



Specialized Education Services Inc.
385 Oxford Valley Road, Suite 408
Yardley, PA 08835
PRESS RELEASE

Contact: School Director Shanon Redman
(202) 291-1883
​​​​​​​
iPads Upload Enthusiasm for  “3 R’s” at High Road Middle Academy
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Dec. 20 2010 – Erase those blackboards. Put aside those pencils. Apple iPads are the latest cutting-edge instructional tools for special needs students at the High Road Middle Academy, where teachers say the tablet computers are generating greater interest in learning.


Teachers say the tablet computers – now being introduced into the curriculum at High Road Middle Academy – offer a broad range of classroom uses in one, easy-to-use device and are an educational incentive for the school’s 7th-and-8th-graders with learning and emotional disabilities.

“Using this new technology is generating student excitement,” said school director Shanon Redman. “The real benefit of the iPads is to keep our students focused and give them hands-on, real-world experience.”


“The graphics and sounds, for example, keep some of our students with attention deficit disorder more focused than textbooks,” Redman said. “Our students also invest themselves in a new technology when they realize they can apply it to the real world.”
“They recognize that they need to know how to use a computer, navigate the Web, create a Power Point presentation and now use an iPad when they leave school. So, they are taking a keen interest,” Redman said.
The High Road Middle Academy one of 10 schools in the District of Columbia that is operated by Specialized Education Services, Inc. (SESI) of Yardley, Pa., one of the nation’s premiere providers of specialized education for children with learning, language and social challenges.  SESI offers a variety of special education programs tailored to students with disabilities and at-risk youth at 43 schools in 10 states.
“High Road isn't just another traditional school using technology to enhance learning,” said Michael Kaufman, CEO of SESI. “We are showing faith in students with significant learning and behavioral needs. We don't know of any other schools in the country, serving this demographic, that is willing to hand out iPads because of concerns they would be broken or abused. Our students are handling this opportunity with responsibility and they are learning.”
 “Our students are eager to use iPads in class. Students with learning and emotional disabilities can be easily frustrated, but they are really enthusiastic and motivated to learn,” said 8th-grade teacher Stefanie Kniezewski.

Besides being a motivational tool, Kniezewski said “apps” for the tablet computers are helping teachers to reinforce traditional instruction in language arts and mathematics.

“For example, there’s a wonderful mathematics flash-card app that seems more like a game. The fun-factor is a real plus for our students,” said Kniezewski. “It is engaging and it keeps them focused longer.”
“In language arts, there’s a story-builder program that allows students to create a story and reads it back to them,” Kniezewski said. “They are learning to form grammatically correct sentences and working on reading comprehension. They are also having fun in the process.”
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