Grading Policy for Absent Days

High Road Academy recognizes its responsibility to provide an appropriate education for each one of its students.  In order to provide that education, every enrolled student is required to be in school, or attending a school activity, each day school is in attendance.  Due to the importance of attendance, High Road Academy’s administration has developed procedures for reporting and confirming of absences, as well as holding students accountable for missed school days. However, in the past, students have returned to school and not necessarily been held accountable for the previous day’s work.  Over time, if a student has excessive absences, the amount of work missed builds.  The effect is that academic progress may be thwarted due to a lack of practice during the school day.  Regardless of whether or not a day is excused or unexcused, students will be required to complete missed work according to the following policy. 

· Assignments that are turned in late (beyond their due date) will drop one letter grade, unless the absence is reasonable and is an “excused” absence (ex. illness, etc.).  If the absence is excused, the assignment is due the next school day and will forfeit a letter grade if the assignment is not turned in on that next day when the student returns to school.

· The participation grade portion/percentage of a course’s overall grading system will be reduced in accordance with the number of days a student is absent.  For example, if in the first quarter of a school year where there are 45 school days a student is absent 10 school days, that student obtained an attendance average of 77% (35 /45).  Therefore, that student’s participation grade would be 77% of the total possible points a student could earn for participation.

· Teachers will determine the amount of missed class work to be made up by a student upon return from an absence.  While instructional time missed cannot be made up in its entirety, missed independent and class work can be.  Upon return, students will be required to make-up missed class work.  Each teacher will set up a make-up plan with the student. Work may be completed for homework or during non-instructional times during the day, such as before school, during lunch, or when other work is completed.  

Research supports the need for students with learning disabilities to have consistent, intensive practice in order to make academic progress and close the gap.  This policy is not intended as a punishment or consequence for days missed.  Rather, the goal is to maintain student progress in spite of time missed due to absence.  

