High Road Academy 

Class Valedictorian 

Selection Criteria

PURPOSE:  To provide staff with selection criteria for the graduation class’s Valedictorian.  The following criteria will be utilized in determining which student will be named the class Valedictorian.  Selection will be made by a team comprised of the following High Road Academy staff:

· Required members:  

1. Executive Director 

2. Associate Director, Upper School 

3. Teacher(s) of grade twelve students

4. Assistant teacher(s) of grade twelve students 

5. Related service providers, as appropriate

PROCEDURES: 

· Approximately two months prior to the date of graduation, the selection committee will meet to review potential candidates.

· Candidates will be ranked according to the following criteria.  (The criteria are numbered in priority order.) 

1. Degree of progress since entry into the program in basic skills of reading, math, and writing.  

2. Cumulative grade point average (GPA). 

3. Cumulative number of student service learning hours (SSL).

4. Other school-wide contributions:  assists with lower school clubs, office/administrative assistance, etc. 

5. Disciplinary record.

· In the event of a lack of consensus, the final decision will be made by the Executive Director. 

· The student (and parents/guardians) will be notified of the selection at the final Exit/IEP Team Meeting with a representative of the local school system. 

OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES: Once selected, the Valedictorian will be required to plan, write, and deliver a commencement speech at the graduation ceremony.  

